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of the horse world.

By Abigail Boatwright

Scotch Is Firewater gave
Brooklyn Hardy a valuable,
safe introduction to horses.
Although he has passed on,
he will forever hold a special
place in her family’s heart.

MANY OF US CAN REMEMBER THE LESSON\HORSE
that spurred our lifelong interest in horses.
They may not have won a collection of cham-
pionship trophies. They may not have produced
money-earning offspring. But good lesson
horses — ones who day after day invite riders to
become horsemen — have an immeasurable value.

The Gatekeepers

ASK ANY RIDING INSTRUCTOR, AND THEY'LL TELL
you that a lesson program simply doesn't exist
without good lesson horses. Tereesa Wentland is
a Cerrified Horsemanship Association-accredited
instructor from Chatteroy, Washington, and she
says lesson horses are the backbone of her
program at JT Ranch.

“Lesson horses are amazing,” Tereesa says.
“They give kids a sense of fulfillment. They
provide the opportunity for students to have an
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amazing, positive experience from beginning
to end.”

A bad experience with an unruly horse can
turn riders off of horses forever —and negatively
affect a riding school, Tereesa says.

“You can keep a program up and running
with good lesson horses, buc if you have bad
horses that give people bad experiences ... The
biggest part of keeping our industry growing is
from word of mouth, so having a safe, positive
experience is so incredibly important.”

In face, Tereesa thinks lesson horses are the
foundation for the horse industry’s continued
growth.

“I think lesson horses are the unsung heroes
of our industry, and wichout people getting
introduced to horses through lesson horses, our
industry would be basically gone,” Tereesa says.
“It’s very hard to make money with a lesson






